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Juma finally gets the baby sister he has wished for, and 
entertains her with his favorite activities. In this first 
book of  the “Tanzania Juma Stories,” meet four year old 
Juma and learn about the country of  Tanzania, located 
in East Africa and bordered by Kenya and Uganda. 
This book introduces readers to the geography of  the 
country, as well as to Swahili words for family members 
and the traditions for baby naming, including a national 
map of  the United Republic of  Tanzania, a map of  the 
continent of  Africa, and a Swahili language glossary.

ki-Swahili and English Glossary:
Baba:    Father
Babu:    Grandfather
Bibi:  Grandmother
Dada:    Sister
Kaa:    Crab
Kaka:  Brother
Mama:  Mother

Illustrations depict actual places in Tanzania:  Here Juma finds a 
crab on the beach to share with his new baby. The harbor is 

always full of  tankers wating to unload  their wares.

Readers can learn a few words in ki-Swahili.

Juma and Little Sungura:  
Case laminate 
$19.95 – 978-1-939604-06-4
Paper back 
$9.99 – 978-1-939604-02-6

Activity – Art:  
• Draw a picture of  Juma’s family -- pay attention 

to how they dress.
• Draw a picture of  your family.

Activity – Creative Writing: 
• Write a story about the crab’s adventure.  Try 

writing from the crab’s perspective! 
• Write the story of  how someone joined your 

family (by birth, adoption, or just moving in).

Activity – Geography:
• Draw the flag of  Tanzania and color it in.
• Draw a map of  Africa, color the countries with 

different colors, and label each country.
• Find Africa on the map, then Tanzania, look 

at the topographical information. Make a 
3D model of  the country, using clay to form 
mountains and rivers.

Discussion points for comparison with Juma 
and his family in the story:
• Where were you born? And the others in your 

family – where were they born?
• How do people have and name babies in your 

country?
• What things do you enjoy sharing with your 

siblings or cousins or friends?
• What are the best ways to cross a street?
• What are the best ways to hold a baby?

Investigation points:
• In what houses do people live in Tanzania?
• How do you say mother, father, sister, etc. in the 

Swahili language?
• What languages do people speak in Tanzania?
• What kinds of  crabs live on the beach?
• What are the jobs of  a Bank Officer and a 

Nurse?

For the Classroom



Juma and his family drive across Tanzania to visit his 
grandmother. Now eight years old, he and his young 
sister, Sareeya, enjoy adventures from Dar es Salaam 
across to the plains of  the Serengeti. During the journey, 
they see Mt. Kilimanjaro and encounter an obstinate 
elephant, a drooling giraffe, and wrestling beetles. The 
story introduces northern Tanzania and ki-Swahili words 
for animals. The story is supplemented with a national 
map of  the United Republic of  Tanzania, a map of  the 
continent of  Africa, and a Swahili language glossary. 

Juma’s sister Sareeya wants 
to say hello to an elephant.

Readers can find key locations on the 
maps at the back of  the book:
• Indian Oceaon
• Dar es Salaam 
• River Wami
• town of  Segera
• Mount Kilimanjaro
• cities of  Moshi and Arusha
• Ngorongoro Crater
• Serengeti Plains

Juma on Safari:  
Case laminate 
$19.95 – 978-1-939604-07-1
Paper back 
$9.99 – 978-1-939604-03-3

Activity – Art:  
• Draw a picture of  your favorite animal that lives 

in Tanzania.
• Draw a picture or a map showing a trip that you 

made recently in a car.

Activity – Creative Writing: 
• Write a story about Juma’s trip back home. 

What might go wrong? What adventures might 
Juma and Sareeya have? 

• Write the story of  a long journey that you took 
with your family.

Activity – Geography:
• Draw a map of  Tanzania. Label the places that 

Juma’s family passes through on their journey. 
Find and label the capital of  Tanzania.

• On a map of  Tanzania, label the UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. What do these sites tell us 
about Tanzania?

Discussion points for comparison with Juma 
and his family in the story:
• What does your family do when your car breaks 

down in the middle of  no-where?
• What foods do you like to eat for breakfast 

when camping?
• Why is it important to wear a seatbelt in a car?
• What’s the best way to say hello to an elephant?

Investigation points:
• What kinds of  animals live in Tanzania?
• How do you say elephant, giraffe, beetle, etc. in 

the Swahili language?
• On a map of  Tanzania, label the Rift Valley, 

Ngorongoro Crater, Mt Meru, and Mt Kiliman-
jaro. How were these formed?

• What do dung beatles do with dung?
• What are the jobs of  a Game Warden and a 

Geography Teacher?

For the Classroom



Bored with their games, Juma and his sister, Sareeya, eat 
chapati and then sneak into the garden to make these 
breads by themselves, succeeding despite a marauding 
crow. The story introduces food, children’s games, and 
life in a suburb of  Dar es Salaam, in the East African 
country of  Tanzania. Juma also provides his recipe for 
cooking chapati. The story is supplemented with a map 
of  the city of  Dar es Salaam, a map of  the continent of  
Africa, and a Swahili language glossary. 

Readers learn about 
traditional Tanzainan games.

Children can make Juma’s 
chapati with four ingredients.

Juma Cooks Chapati:  
Case laminate
$19.95 – 978-1-939604-08-8
Paper back 
$9.99 – 978-1-939604-04-0

For the Classroom

Activity – Art:  
• Draw a picture of  a tree that grows in Tanzania.
• Draw a picture of  the ingredients for your 

favorite food.

Activity – Creative Writing: 
• Write a story about the crow. What else might it 

do that makes trouble for Juma? 
• Write the story of  a wild animal or bird that 

lives in your neighborhood.

Activity – Geography:
• Draw a map of  Dar es Salaam, color the neigh-

borhoods with different colors, and label each.
• On a world map, highlight the countries that 

border the Indian Ocean. Use geography to 
explain why chapati and crows feature in both 
India and Tanzania.

For fun: Find a Tanzanian recipe and cook it, then 
bring to share with the class (or cook in class).

Discussion points for comparison with Juma 
and his family in the story:
• What games do your grandparents or parents 

play? What games do you enjoy?
• What is your favorite snack? How is it made?
• Why is it important to cook with an adult 

present?
• What do you do when you are bored?

Investigation points:
• What kinds of  trees grow in Tanzania?
• How do you say ‘Okay’ and ‘No worries’ in the 

Swahili language?
• What kinds of  intelligence do crows demon-

strate in the real world? 
• How are crows depicted in fiction? Try starting 

with Aesop.
• What are the jobs of  a Gardener, a Housekeeper 

and a Nanny?



Juma’s Dhow Race:  
Case laminate 
$19.95 – 978-1-939604-09-5
Paper back 
$9.99 – 978-1-939604-05-7

For the Classroom
Activity – Art:  
• Draw a picture of  a dhow or a tortoise.
• Draw a picture of  another kind of  boat or ship.

Activity – Creative Writing: 
• Write a story about Juma swimming in the 

Indian Ocean.  What kinds of  creatures might 
he see underwater? 

• Write the story of  how you learned to swim, or 
about how you plan to learn to swim.

• Write an essay comparing life in Tanzania with 
your own life. What would be fun or difficult 
about living in Tanzania?

Activity – Geography:
• Draw a map of  Zanzibar, color the islands with 

different colors, and label each.
• On a world map, highlight the countries that 

border the Indian Ocean. Add the ocean and 
wind currents. Use geography to explain where 
you might sail a dhow, starting in Zanzibar.

Discussion points for comparison with Juma 
and his family in the story:
• Do people in your family swim; where?
• Have you been to a zoo? What kinds of  animlas 

did you see there?
• What is the most difficult thing you have ever 

done? What made it difficult for you?
• What do you do when you are upset with your 

siblings or cousins or friends?

Investigation points:
• How is the dhow constructed?
• How do you say hello or tell someone to be 

quick in the Swahili language?
• Where do the different peoples that settled 

Zanzibar come from?
• When and from where were the tortoises 

brought to Zanzibar?
• What are the jobs of  a Sailor and a Zoo Keeper?

Juma hides in his uncle’s dhow (after arguing with his 
cousin) and inadvertently joins the annual Dhow sailing 
race around the islands of  Zanzibar, while his sister 
chases after the Changuu Island tortoises. The story 
introduces the ancient Stone Town and the Swahili 
boat culture. The story is supplemented with a map 
of  the United Republic of  Tanzania, focusing on the 
islands of  Zanzibar, a map of  the continent of  Africa, 
and a Swahili language glossary. 

Readers learn about sailing 
off  the coast of  east Africa. 

Children enjoy recreating the 
scene when Juma’s sister chases 
after the tortoises.



About the Author and the Illustrator

Reviews

Author:
Lisa Maria Burgess wrote the Juma stories with her young sons when 
she taught in the Department of  Literature at the University of  Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania. She currently divides her time between New York 
City and Taos, New Mexico in the United States.

Illustrator:
Abdul M. Gugu lives in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and works as a book 
illustrator.

I just read all four Juma books to my second grade 
class! They loved them!! Thanks for writing four very 
entertaining, educational, and fun books. I was able to 
introduce geography with them, talk about islands, discuss 
the Tanzanian culture, traveling, food and families in 
other countries, safari animals, and riding a boat all in 
the form of  a delightful story of  an adorable little boy. 
It was so very cute and I highly recommend the series!! 
When I was done reading them my second graders cried, 
"Read the next one!" When I told them there were only 
four, they were so sad and asked if  I would tell the 
author to write some more! Thanks Lisa for the great 
and educational books!  
– Kristin Williams, 2nd Grade Teacher, USA

Thank you for writing such lovely material for children.  
I taught kindergarten for 18 years and often sought for 
books like those you authored as both literacy and social 
studies material. But I always sought such material within 
books of  literary merit.  Your work should find welcome in 
good libraries, classrooms and homes.  Congratulations on 
offering worthy material to children, teachers and parents.
– Grace Balwit, Ret. Assoc. Prof. of  Education

Thank you for your fantastic books! They are great! We 
didn’t even get a chance to wrap them for our son; he 
spotted them instantly… - ‘what’s that?’ as if  he knew 
it was for him. So I read him the one with Juma and 
the little sister, and he wouldn’t let his dad interrupt 
us (‘mum’s reading now!’). I didn’t realise they have all 
these Swahili words - I started telling my son about them 
and he … somehow thought that all of  them were there 
for fun (he often speaks his own language) and repeated 
them after me… Great fun :) 
– Susanne, mother of  a 3-year-old, Zimbabwe

For more information or to schedule an event with the author, see:
E-mail: editor@barrancapress.com

www.barrancapress.com and www.lisamariaburgess.com


